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The Tapping Hand

term tapping refers to the technique of hammering a note on the fretboarg with the fingers of the hatig

;h‘f ;e usually reserved for plucking the strings (the right hand of a r_:ght-handed Quitarist). The Motion

: inates in the fingers, primarily in the knuckles and mid-joints—not in the wrist. The tip of the finger "

rc:arimered onto the string with a snapping motion similar to a fret-hand hammer-on (Performeq by the Jefy
hand of a right-handed guitarist).

The phrase economy of motion should be applied constantly when playing the

guitar. Practice tap-
ping with the smallest movements possible, as this will help keep errors and fa

tigue to a minimum,

To achieve proper positioning and stability, begin by resting the thumb of the
of the fretboard. When preparing the tap, don't exaggerate the motion; isolate
ger (in this case, the index finger) only about an inch—just en_c.augh to allow t
motion. Try to keep the neighboring fingers in loose resting positions.

plucking hand on the side
and raise the tapping fin-
he subsequent snapping

Flex the finger at the main knuckle to execute the tap.

Adapting to Acoustic Guitar

For those who have never ta

Pped before, it can take time to acclimate to this technique, especially if the
calluses of the tapping hand are not fully developed.

Tapping on the acoustic guitar differs g|ij
ally have higher string tension, requiri
attack combined wj

ghtly from tapping on the electric guitar. Acoustic instruments usu-






